42                  Anti-Theistic Theories.
terns which may with equal right be designated materialistic or pantheistic, and even materialistic or idealistic. The only kind of system of which history supplies no record is one which would answer truly to the name of materialism. The name would naturally denote a theory which explains the universe by what is known as matter, or by matter as known through ordinary observation or scientific investigation. There neither is, however, nor ever has been, any such theory. It \ is a universal characteristic of materialism that it I supposes matter to be more than it is known to be; that it imaginatively exalts and glprifies matter beyond what sense or science warrants. It always 1 attributes to matter eternity and self-existence; sometimes it supposes it to be likewise essentially active; sometimes it endows it with life, with sensation, with volition, with intelligence. Systems which agree in verbally representing matter as the foundation and explanation of the universe, differ enormously as to what matter is, but they all, without exception, ascribe to matter properties of which experience teaches us nothing.
It is perhaps impossible to fix precisely where the history of materialism begins. To say that it is " as old but not older than philosophy," is to say nothing, unless you say how old philosophy is. But philosophy existed in union with religion long before it existed in a state of independence, and